Hamilton Heights Translator Policy/ Helpful Websites

Translator Policy,  August 2011
Dear Student and Parents,


As teachers of World Languages, we have established an important policy concerning the use of Internet translators.  Our department feels very strongly that a student's work should be his/her own, and therefore a student should not attempt to use an Internet translator or translation program to complete written assignments, homework or reading assignments.  These translators attempt to do the work of the student in the target language and are a form of cheating.  Using English translations of foreign language literature study is also unacceptable.  Any student who uses these translators or translations will receive a zero for his/her work or project and our department will follow school policy with regard to cheating and plagiarism.  


It is our belief that learning a foreign language involves many levels of activities: reading, writing, speaking, and studying culture.  Written assignments give students the opportunity to write while practicing vocabulary and using grammar correctly.  Internet translators use words and structures that are not known to the student and do not provide real benefit to his/her work.  Almost all of the time when a student uses an online translator it will be obvious to the teacher.   For example:

"We thank him to discover their head before of entering this enclosure" 


is the Spanish to English translation that should have read: 

"Please uncover your head before entering this exhibition site". 

Similar nonsensical sentences occur when students attempt to use online services to translate their own English to Spanish. 

However, online dictionaries are acceptable resources for individual word entries.  These online dictionaries can, many times, be beneficial for making a proper word choice. 

A site that we recommend for this purpose is: http://www.wordreference.com/ 
We appreciate your cooperation and encourage making proper choices in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

HHHS World Language Teachers 

Helpful Websites: 

Hamilton Heights Spanish Website:  http://huskyspanish.weebly.com/  to get the assignments for the week or for all kinds of helpful resources and extra credit ideas. 

Go to http://www.classzone.com/cz/validate.htm  and enter the correct activation code 

1st year ACTIVATION CODE: 2294422-10

2nd year ACTIVATION CODE: 2294422-230 
3rd year ACTIVATION CODE: 2294422-450  
then create your username and password.   We suggest you use the same username and password as your school logon.  Please write it down in your assignment notebook.  Even if you had an account last year, you need to activate your new book. 
PowerSchool: http://powerschool.hhsc.k12.in.us/public/  (You will need a login from the guidance office) 

Keep this information for reference.  Sign the information sheet and policy (attached) and return to teacher.
