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Advanced Placement Spanish Information 2011-2012
Señora Shields     email:jshields@mail.hhsc.k12.in.us        voice mail: 1128

· Grammar 

Much of the grammar “review” will be self-guided instruction using the grammar resource book En 


Marcha.   AP students should not need to have their “hands held” through basic grammar review.  

It is imperative that all grammar homework assignments be complete by the students AT HOME where some thought can be given to what they are learning.  This grammar review and the new grammar points need to go into “long term memory” in order for you to successfully complete this course and meet your goals. Grammar homework will be graded occasionally but I expect that it will be done regularly and with an above and beyond effort.  Please ask questions that you may come upon and these topics can be discussed in class.  

· Speaking

90% of our speaking in class will be done in Spanish and we should set a goal of 100%.  There will be times when speaking Spanish ONLY is a requirement, and I expect AP students to comply.  You may use your extra credit $ to speak in English if you are having a problem in an area, or you can use your $ to ask me to clarify something in English that you may not have understood.   Each student will receive a participation grade that will reflect his or her willingness to speak in Spanish only and to participate in all class discussion etc.  AP students must demonstrate a willingness to take risks in speaking the language.  Try to practice whenever you can.  Describe events, people, magazine photos etc. to yourself silently in Spanish.   Do a “play by play” of what is happening as you drive your car or shop at Wal-Mart. 

· Writing 


We will be doing writing every week (50 word essays, 10 minute essays etc).  Every 3-4 weeks you 
will have a 200-word essay.  Some of these will be done in class and some will be done for 
homework.  In class writings will be given a homework grade and writings done outside of class will 
be graded at the weight of a test or quiz.  These essays will primarily be over the readings in 
Abriendo Paso, but may be over reading from an outside source such as a newspaper or magazine.   
Online translators may NOT be used for writing assignments.  This is cheating and grade deductions 
will be taken accordingly.   All of the skills that you are using when writing in your English classes 
you should plan to use when writing in Spanish (drawing conclusions, making inferences, 
interpreting literal and implied meaning, etc.)   We will also be keeping a journal. 

· Vocabulary


One of our primary goals will be increasing your vocabulary.  This will require studying, memorizing 
and using these words in your speaking and writing.   What you get out of vocabulary study (and all 
of your Spanish studying) will depend on what you put into it. 

· Listening


The emphasis on the 2007 AP Exam will be authentic resources.  This means we will try to listen to 
things that are coming directly from an authentic resource such as CNN en Español, Spanish channel 
telenovelas, and Spanish movies.   This will be difficult at first, but it will get easier as we all “train 
our ears” for understanding the spoken word.   This will be the last skill for you to master, but the one 
that will pay off the most in college classes and when you visit a Spanish speaking country.  We will 


also be using TRIANGULO and a cultural resource for in class activities. 

· Culture

Students will develop an appreciation for the cultural differences and the rich heritage of the Hispanic people and their language through the study of literature, current events, cooking, and holidays.  Ethnic intolerance and comments that are degrading to other cultures, races and peoples will be unacceptable for the students of this class.  We will use the textbook Nuestro Mundo as a resource. 

· Student materials Needed- coming to class unprepared will seriously affect your participation grade.

       
A good Spanish-English dictionary

A heavy duty folder 

1 3 Ring Binder (we will have a lot of handouts that students will want to keep)

Paper or a pad of paper or spiral notebook. 

Black composition notebook- wide ruled

A pen or pencil (I prefer students use a pencil for all class assignments and homework)

1 USB flash drive or other storage system.  

 (Suggested for those planning to take the AP Exam)  One of the AP Exam Resources listed below: 


-Barron's 2007-2008 How to Prepare for the Spanish Advanced Placement Examination



-Cracking the AP Spanish Exam, 2006-2007 Edition



-AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination by Jose M. Diaz


-5 steps to a 5 on the AP Spanish Language Exam


-Cliff’s AP Spanish Language


-Spanish Four Years: Advanced Spanish With AP Component

· Website:  Use the website: http://huskyspanish.weebly.com/  :


Includes weekly updates, HHHS AP Spanish Syllabus and grammar quizzes, 
HHHS AP Spanish Vocabulary practice games, HHHS AP Spanish Verb practice games: 

 http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/ (For a full description of the course and sample tests.  You can become a member for free and you will be able to access many good resources, especially as Exam time approaches.) 

· Grading, test and homework policies:


* Most AP students report they spend 4-5 weekly hours on Spanish outside of class.  Plan to 


make this time commitment! 


-Workbook (grammar) assignments


-Vocabulary assignments and worksheets


-In-class writing


-Class participation  * You should demonstrate each day that you have read, understood and 

are prepared to discuss the material previously assigned. 


-No late homework will be accepted.  

* Please carefully read the Foreign Language Plagiarism Policy.  Evidence of  breaking the Plagiarism Policy for reading or writing assignments will result in a zero for that assignment. 

* Please keep the syllabus so that you can anticipate upcoming assignments.


* Quizzes over vocabulary, reading comprehension and grammar will be 30-50 points and will 
generally be announced 1 day in advance.


* Completed journal entries will be graded as a quiz and check each grading period. 


* Each Monday morning students will take a verb quiz.  Students will be responsible for the 
conjugation of 5-7 verbs in all tenses studied up to that point. 


* Long essays will be 50-100 points and will be assigned 4-5 days before the due date. Some in-class 
long “timed writings” will also be done. 


* Tests and major projects will be 80-100 points.  


* Extra credit will occasionally be given in order to earn “English dollars”.   


   * Grades will be kept in points.  A computer program converts the points to percentages using the 
school's grading scale.  Parents and students may check grades at any time using PowerSchool. 


   * Tests and major projects are 80-100 points.  Test reviews are normally available 2-3 days in advance.  


   * Quizzes will be 40-50 points and will generally be announced 1 to 2 days in advance.


   * Participation grades will be taken each 9 weeks.  This will be worth the same as a quiz. 


   * Composition notebooks (required) will be graded each 9 weeks.   


   * Figuring semester grades: Each 9 weeks grade counts 2/5ths and the semester final exam counts 1/5th.  

· Attendance policy- please see below (make up policy) and refer to the Student Handbook. 

· Tardy Policy- 1st tardy to Spanish= warning,  2nd tardy= contact home,  3rd tardy= teacher detention (5 minutes before or after class or school) 4th tardy= discipline referral to office. 

· Make up policy

*Full Day Absences- AP students will be expected to follow the syllabus and the normal weekly procedures and be prepared when they return from an absence. They should be able to check the website to get lesson plans to see if they can complete the 
work before returning to school. Students should plan to make up tests and quizzes at some other time than during class.  Anytime a student misses they will miss discussion, opportunities for class participation and these things will be impossible to make up.   It is a student's responsibility to find out what work must be made up following an absence.  Students should contact me before class and check the make up folder for worksheets that need to be completed.  Unannounced quizzes must be made up within 2 days of returning, and tests within 3 days.  Students are allowed up to one day of  make up time for each day that they are absent.  Please be aware that the class is moving ahead, so students should try to make up their work as quickly as possible so as not to get behind.  It can be very difficult to catch up.  


*Partial Day Absences- If a student is in attendance for part of the day, I expect them to come by my 
room during passing period either before they leave, or when they return to get the day's homework.  I 
expect a student who is in school for part of the day to be prepared for class the following day. 


*Late work: No late work will be accepted unless there are extenuating circumstances (defined as a 
family emergency or something of a serious nature at the sole discretion of Mrs. Shields)

· Extra help time


I am more than willing to help students during my prep period (4th) or before or after school with a pre-
arranged time.  Also, students (and parents) can get lots of extra help by utilizing the Husky Spanish 
website  ( (http://huskyspanish.weebly.com/  ) which includes tutorials, as well as access to the online 
textbook and @Home Tutor. 

· Contacting your teacher


If you need to contact me, the best way for is through email.  Or, you can submit a question on the 
website. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  I will try to contact 
you if I feel that your student is struggling in class or if there are discipline issues.  If you need speak to 
me of directly by phone, please try to call at the end of the day at 2:45.  If you have to leave a message, 
please let me know when is a 
good time to return your phone call.    

· Extra Credit: 
I have a "library" of books (some in English and some in Spanish) by hispanic authors that students may read and do a "book report" for Extra Credit.  Also, I have some of the movies below.  See me! 
A summary (in Spanish) of any of the following movies (in Spanish) may be turned in for extra credit. 

Stand and Deliver (PG), Proof of Life (R), A Walk in the Clouds (PG-13), The Mask of Zorro, Frida (R), Volver (R), Traffic (R), Man on Fire (R),  Zoot Suit (R), The Mambo Kings (R), West Side Story (PG), Evita (PG),  The Kiss of the Spider Woman(R), Like Water for Chocolate (R), El Norte (R), Imagining Argentina (R), The House of Spirits (R) , And Starring Pancho Villa as Himself,  Missing (PG) The Official Story (R), Salvador, (R), Romero (PG-13), Mosquito Coast (PG), The Lost City (R), For Love or Country (PG-13), Romancing the Stone (PG),  Pinero (R), Almost A Woman (PBS, Masterpiece Theater)

